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prayer to the Most High to send His help to the workers'1 and peasants1 power
in its labour for the common good."
He condemned categorically any dreams of a restoration of the old order.
"The Soviet Power is indeed the power of the people, Ihc workers and peasants.
Therefore it is stable and unshakable,1" The activities of the Orthodox
communities must not aim at political intrigue but at fortifying the Orthodox
faith. The task of clergy and laity is to preserve the purity of the Orthodox
faith and to implement the principles of the Gospels in life. The Patriarch
severely condemns those who abuse their clerical position, giving themselves up
to worldly and often offensive political intrigue, which is sometimes of a criminal
nature. In fulfilment of his duty as supreme spiritual leader he says: "We
give our blessing to the setting up of a special commission under us for the
investigation and, if need be, the removal from administration, according to
canonical procedure, of such hicrarchs and priests as persist in their errors and
refuse to repent of them before the Soviet authorities, handing them on for
judgment to an Orthodox Council."
The Patriarch was most of all disturbed by the activity, harmful for the
Orthodox Church, of clergy and laity who had emigrated abroad: cloaking
themselves under the authority of His Holiness, these tnugres carried on
counter-revolutionary activities there.
"We emphatically declare: We are not connected with them, they are alien
to us, we condemn them/* Patriarch Tikhon was especially severe with those be-
longing to the Karlovalsk Council. "We deem it necessary to state firmly and
precisely that any attempts of this kind will call forth extreme measures on our
side, going so far as interdiction to perform divine service and committal to the
judgment of a council." The Patriarch charged the special commission to
investigate the activities of the hierarchs and priests who had fled abroad, and
especially of the Metropolitans Antony, formerly of Kiev, and Platon, formerly
of Odessa, as well as others, and to assess the significance of their activities.
""Their refusal to submit to our summons will compel us to judge them by
default. In order to justify their anti-Church activities, the Karlovatsk adherents
have been spreading false rumours abroad to the effect that the Patriarch is
not free in his ecclesiastical functions and is deprived of the possibility of
communicating with his flock. We declare that there is no power on earth that
could bind our conscience as a hicrarch and our patriarchal word/*
Bis Holiness the Patriarch concludes his testament: "Calling down on
hierarchs, priests and our faithful children the blessing of God, we pray you
with a calm conscience, without dread of sinning against our holy faith, to
submit to the Soviet Power, not for fear but for conscience' sake, remembering
the words of the apostle: *Lct every soul be subject unto the higher powers.
For there is no power but God: the powers that be arc ordained of God'" (Rom.
xiii, 1).
Patriarch Tikhon's testament gives no room for any crooked interpretation.
In it is expressed clearly and without any concealment the attitude of the
Orthodox Church to the Soviet Power, which has unified the peoples of the
various races of our country into an intimate fraternity, and to all its enemies.
In the Patriarch's testament are heard the voices of the ancient Moscow Saints
who brought unity to Russia.
One of the constant cares of His Holiness Patriarch Tikhon was to arrange
for the registration of our Orthodox Patriarchal Church, thereby assuring its
full legal existence. But the Patriarch did not succeed in his desire. He died.